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THE WAY OUT LIES IN INDEPENDENT 
NATIONAL UNIFICATION 


Following is a translation of an editorial of 
Rodong Sinmun, an organ of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea, on April 11, 1963.—Ed. 


OUTH Korea today presents a scene of political 
chaos and economic ruin. 

The discontent of the masses of the people with 
the present ruling system and their burning desire 
to get out of the unbearable destitution are mount- 
ing as the days go by. Uneasy about the ever-sharp- 
ening crisis of the colonial rule, the U.S. govern- 
ment circles and the South Korean rulers are mak- 
ing chameleonic changes in their speech and action, 
clamouring about the “military government,” 
“civilian government,” or “provisional coalition.” 

As experience shows, however, it is clear that 
there is nothing for the South Korean people to ex- 
pect from them. Today voices distinct from the 
clamours, and trends different from the moves, of 
the U.S. politicians or the South Korean military 
rulers and political mountebanks are emerging with 
increasing force in South Korea. 

Recently the South Korean press has lamented 
time and again that current developments in South 
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Korea are the consequence of its subordination to 
and dependence upon the outside forces and is 
emphatically calling for the spirit of independence 
and sovereignty of the nation. 

We support and hail the stand of the South Ko- 
rean public originating from apprehension over the 
destiny of the nation and reflecting the urgent de- 
mand raised by the realities of South Korea. 

Why is South Korea placed in the present state 
of bankruptcy and ruin and why is the South Korean 
people wallowing in such a slough of misery today? 

The South Korean people are undergoing mis- 
fortunes now because South Korea is placed under 
the control of the aggressive U.S. imperialist forces, 
because the homogeneous nation, which had been 
maintaining unitary economic ties, the same culture 
and customs in the same land, is split. 

It is due to the occupation of half the territory 
of the country by foreign imperialists and to the 
violation of the sovereignty of our nation that our 
country has not yet been unified and is suffering 
untold national calamities. 

The essential question is to attain complete na- 
tional sovereignty in South Korea as in North Korea 
and to accomplish the unification of the country by 
the subjective forces of the North and the South. 
This is the only way of surmounting the crisis in 
South Korea and winning freedom and liberation. 

Originally, all nations are equal and they have 
the sacred right to shape their destinies by them- 
selves. 

All nations can secure independence and freedom 
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only when they achieve complete political self- 
determination and seize and exercise their own 
rights. 

This is a truth small nations have learned in the 
course of their protracted, bloody struggles. It is 
clearly borne out by the history of the independ- 
ence movements of nations and of the national- 
liberation struggles. 

Achievement of the complete independence of 
the country—this was what the Korean people un- 
animously desired after their liberation, because 
they had been subjected to cruel national oppres- 
sion, exploitation and humiliation by Japanese im- 
perialism. Accordingly, the people of North and 
South Korea rose up with burning enthusiasm to 
regain their sovereignty and build an independent, 
rich and powerful country. 

However, the country has been divided because 
of the occupation of South Korea by the U.S. im- 
perialists and the nation of the same blood has 
travelled two divergent roads in the two zones for 
eighteen years now. 

The two different realities of North and South 
Korea today clearly show what results are brought 
by the two different courses of independence and 
subordination, and which course leads to national 
independence and_ prosperity. 

After the liberation the people in North Korea 
became masters of their destinies and embarked 
upon the road of independent development. 

The people in the North established the people’s 
regime of their own will, enforced the land reform 
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and other democratic reforms, their long-cherished 
desire, and devoted all their energies and wisdom 
to the construction of a democratic, independent 
state, wiping out the survivals of Japanese imperial- 
ism. 

The Soviet Army which entered North Korea 
with the mission of liberation helped the Korean 
people build an independent state by themselves 
and then withdrew in due course of time. 

The Chinese People’s Volunteers which joined 
in the Korean war to assist the Korean people in 
their just struggle for safeguarding their country’s 
freedom and independence against the U.S. imperi- 
alist aggressors, also pulled out after the Korean 
armistice. 

The people’s regime founded in North Korea 
safeguards the sovereignty of our nation and con- 
sistently carries out measures for the happiness and 
prosperity of the nation. 

The people in the North firmly guarantee the 
independence of the country and are successfully 
developing their economy and culture because they 
have sovereign power in their hands. 

In the spirit of self-reliance, we rehabilitated the 
economy ravaged by the Japanese imperialists and the 
U.S. aggressors and laid the firm foundations of an 
independent national economy in the northern part 
of the country, practising a strictest economy and 
mobilizing our own resources to the maximum. 

We have built a powerful industry and are ex- 
ploiting the rich resources of raw materials of our 
country, which had been plundered by the foreign 
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aggressors in the past, and are using them for the 
prosperity of the country and the well-being of the 
people. 

Thanks to the independent national economy we 
have built, we can build factories and other enter- 
prises by producing necessary machines and equip- 
ment by ourselves, develop the economy and meet 
the demands of the people. 


It is well known that the arable land in North 
Korea is originally small and is lean at that. But 
we have increased agricultural production by build- 
ing irrigation systems and by supplying machines 
and electricity to the countryside relying on our 
own industry, and thus we have become self- 
sufficient in food as well. 

Our firm independent economy is the solid 
guarantee for political sovereignty. 


The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, a 
full-fledged independent state, makes all its policies 
independently and maintains political and economic 
relations with other countries on the principles of 
complete equality and mutual respect. 


We resolutely fight the schemes of the imperial- 
ists to encroach upon our country and subjugate 
our people and we will never allow anyone to violate 
or profane our national rights and dignity. 


Our enemies are trying to create the false im- 
pression that our Republic is “dependent” on cer- 
tain other socialist country. By so doing, they are 
seeking to justify the occupation of South Korea by 
the U.S. army. 


However, no slander or vilification can cover up 
the truth. 

It is true that we are a member of the socialist 
camp and all the socialist countries are marching 
together for the sake of a common idea and a com- 
mon goal. But, unlike the mutual relations among 
the imperialist powers based on the jungle law of 
the stronger preying upon the weaker, the mutual 
relations among the socialist countries are based on 
the principles of equality, respect for sovereignty, 
non-interference in one another’s internal affairs and 
mutual co-operation. 

We do not act on anybody else’s instructions or 
orders, but solve all questions by ourselves on our 
own decisions, proceeding from the national inter- 
ests of our people and the common interests of the 
world’s people. 

We, of course, unite and closely co-operate with 
our friends for the common goal. We assimilate 
their experiences so long as they are necessary for 
us, but we do not adopt what is unfit for our condi- 
tions. 

The economic relations between our country and 
the fraternal socialist countries are likewise based 
on the principles of complete equality and mutual 
benefit. 

We have received economic and technical assis- 
tance from fraternal countries, and we also conduct 
trade with other countries. 

But the aid given by the socialist countries, un- 
like the “aid” of the imperialist countries, is aimed 
at consolidating the independence of the recipient 
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countries and helping them to develop an independ- 
ent national economy. And we developed our na- 
tional economy more rapidly by making an effec- 
tive use of the aid of the fraternal countries in the 
branches where we needed it, and we are now able 
to manage our economy by ourselves. 


Our foreign trade serves the development of our 
economy through mutual accommodation by import- 
ing what we lack and need and exporting what we 
have plentifully. 


We are not dependent on any country econom- 
ically, much less do we allow anyone to encroach 
upon the sovereignty of our country through eco- 
nomic relations. 


In North Korea which has taken the path of in- 
dependent development in all spheres of politics, 
economy and culture, all the traces of backwardness 
and poverty caused by submission to foreign aggres- 
sive forces in the past have already disappeared. 


Here, a historical change has taken place and 
national prosperity is being achieved. 

The people in North Korea enjoy freedom and 
rights in all fields, and they are entirely free from 
the threat of a hard life. They all have jobs ac- 
cording to their skills and. knowledge. To us un- 
employment is out of the question, but rather we 
feel the shortage of. labour. 

All people in the North receive free medical 
treatment when they fall ill and send their children 
to schools at all levels free of tuition. 

We cannot say as yet that the people in the 
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North are leading a life of plenty, but they have no 
worry about food, clothing and housing, and their 
living standards are being improved systematically. 

We firmly believe that all this is what was as- 
pired after by our forerunners, who forcefully shout- 
ed “Long live the independence of Korea!” laying 
down their lives in foreign lands, in prisons and at 
the gallows of the Japanese imperialists. 

What, then, is the situation in South Korea? 

The U.S. army that landed in South Korea fol- 
lowing the surrender of Japanese imperialism has 
been behaving as the conqueror ever since, trampl- 
ing upon the sovereignty of the Korean people and 
seizing all power in its hands. 

Immediately after their landing, they forcibly 
dissolved the people’s committees founded by the 
Korean people themselves, proclaimed military ad- 
ministration all over South Korea and pursued the 
policy of colonial enslavement. 

They unleashed a criminal war of aggression to 
occupy the whole of Korea and obliterate the inde- 
pendence of the Korean nation, and since the 
war they have been continuously tyrannizing over 
South Korea as its supreme ruler. 

In the past eighteen years the signboard of the 
colonial ruling machinery has been replaced several 
times in South Korea, but the successive regimes 
have keen only the continuation and variants of the 
U.S. military government. 

The sacred right of our nation to independence 
and self-determination has been trampled underfoot 
in South Korea by the U.S. aggressors, and South 
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Korea has been reduced to a colony of the United 
States. 

The rulers and propaganda machine of the 
United States have been trying hard to describe 
South Korea as an independent “sovereign state.”’ 
But what sovereignty can one talk about when ag- 
gressive foreign troops are playing the master there 
occupying its territory? If it is a sovereign country, 
power must be in the hands of its people. 

The so-called Government of the Republic of 
Korea in South Korea was not established, in+the 
first place, by the Korean people—it was trumped 
up and forced upon them with the bayonet support 
of the U.S. army under the U.N. signboard. 

It is nothing but political camouflage for the 
U.S. aggressors. 

It is a major characteristic of the aggressive po- 
licy of the U.S. imperialists, with their long “ex- 
perience” in colonial rule, to rig up a “regime” by 
whipping up their puppets in a weak colonial coun- 
try and justify their aggression by means of it. The 
situation in South Korea is no exception. Rather, 
this policy is being enforced in a most undisguised 
manner. 

It has long been exposed that the “Syngman 
Rhee government” advertised by the Americans as 
a model of “representative government” and all the 
successive “governments” of South Korea were rig- 
ged up by U.S. imperialism with the bayonet sup- 
port of the U.S. army. 

It is an open secret that the U.S. imperialists also 
cooked up the present military “regime” of South 
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Korea by instigating the Pak Jung Hi-Kim Jong 
Pil gang, old agents of the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency, in an attempt to tide over the crisis of 
their colonial rule. 

It is universally known that the South Korean 
“sovernment” is a marionette which cannot get along 
even a day without the patronage of the U.S. army 
and cannot do anything without the instructions of 
the United States. A sovereign state should, at least, 
enjoy equality in its relations with foreign coun- 
tries and settle its questions independently. 

But the South Korean “government” is only sur- 
rendering the sacred rights of the Korean people 
and the wealth of Korea to U.S. imperialism upon 
demand. 

Above all, it must be mentioned that the South 
Korean “government” concluded with the United 
States the “ROK-U.S. Mutual Defence Treaty” 
granting the United States the right for the long- 
term stationing of its troops anywhere in South 
Korea, the “ROK-U.S. Treaty of Friendship, Trade 
and Navigation,” and the “ROK-U.S. Agreement on 
the Transfer of Finance and Property” stipulating 
that the ownership of any property in South Korea, 
corporeal or incorporeal, in which the “United 
States is interested,’ shall be “transferred to the 
U.S. government at its request” and that South Ko- 
rea shall compensate for the loss of property of 
Americans in South Korea. 

The U.S. imperialists enjoy extraterritorial pri- 
vileges and are perpetrating all sorts of arbitrary 
acts in South Korea. 
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According to the so-called Taejon Agreement, 
crimes committed by American soldiers in South 
Korea can be tried only by the U.S. army authori- 
ties and demand for compensation for losses inflicted 
by American soldiers upon the property or lives 
of the South Korean people can be disposed of by 
unilateral notification on the part of the U.S. army. 
Such humiliating order can be found only in a 
colony or leased territory. 

The Americans can kill Koreans at will and take 
possession of any property in South Korea if they 
are only “interested in” it, while the South Korean 
people have no quarters to lodge a complaint with, 
even whén losses of lives and property are caused 
by the ever-worsening atrocities of the U.S. army- 
men. 

How can such disgraceful relations be compa- 
tible with sovereignty? 

Moreover, the supreme command of the South 
Korean armed forces is entirely in the hands of the 
U.S. army. The oversize, more than 600,000 strong, 
army of South Korea has nothing to do with nation- 
al defence—it is nothing but a tool of the U.S. im- 
perialists for the suppression of the people in South 
Korea and for aggression. 

What semblance of a sovereign state is there 
where sovereignty is trampled underfoot and people 
demanding independence are killed by foreign ag- 
gressors and the military command, the most im- 
portant thing in the exercise of the sovereign power 
of a state, is held completely by the occupation 
army? 


If a nation wants to secure complete sovereign 
power, it must be independent economically. 

But South Korea is totally subordinated to 
the United States not only politically and militarily 
but economically as well. The U.S. imperialists pil- 
lage the wealth of South Korea by force of arms, 
and through the medium of their aggressive “aid” 
hold the levers of control over its economy and all 
the economic and financial activities of the South 
Korean ‘‘government.” To begin with, nearly half 
of the budgetary revenue of the South Korean 
“sovernment” is made up of “foreign funds’ sup- 
plied through U.S. “aid” and the South Korean 
“sovernment,”’ as is explicitly stipulated in the 
“ROK-U.S. Economic and Technical Agreement,” 
must obtain the consent of the U.S. “aid” super- 
visory organ in advance for any temporary diver- 
sion of appropriations, to say nothing of the com- 
pilation and disbursement of the budget. 

Without the U.S. “aid” and without the consent 
of the U.S. overlords, the South Korean “govern- 
ment” cannot draw up the budget nor make dlis- 
bursement at its own will. 

The economic and financial activities of the 
South Korean “government” are aimed at the plun- 
der of the people, increase of military expenses and 
reinforcement of military establishments for the 
aggressive ends of U.S. imperialism. 

The foreign trade of South Korea is also con- 
trolled entirely by the United States and is only 
producing ruinous effect upon the economic life in 
south Korea. This is proved only too clearly by the 
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appalling fact that every year imports exceed ex- 
ports 20 times. 

The U.S. imperialists have turned South Korea 
into a market for their commodities and capital, 
into a source of raw materials. Using “aid” as a 
bait, they have placed South Korea’s industry com- 
pletely under their control and destroyed and ruin- 
ed its national industry. 


They have devastated the South Korean coun- 
tryside through the forcible sale of surplus farm 
produce and ruthless plunder. 


Nevertheless, the military rulers, at the insis- 
tence of U.S. imperialism, are again openly ushering 
into South Korea even the Japanese monopoly 
clique which had oppressed and exploited the Ko- 
rean people for 36 years in the past. 


As a result of the economic subordination to the 
United States industry and agriculture in South 
Korea are stifled, products are in very short supply 
and the people are in deep economic distress. Be- 
cause South Korea is subordinated to U.S. imperial- 
ism, the nation’s powerful economy in North Korea 
cannot be used for the rehabilitation of South Ko- 
rea’s economy and for the solution of the question 
of people’s livelihood. 

In South Korea the U.S. imperialists have obli- 
terated Korean national culture and introduced the 
American way of life, with the result that all splen- 
did things of the Korean nation are blighted and 
withered. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors who use racism 


as a major ideological weapon in their aggressive 
policy, despise and hurl all kinds of insults at our 
people in South Korea. 

Today the people in South Korea find themselves 
in the status of colonial slave without any right; 
they are suffering from appalling poverty and 
famine. 

Millions of unemployed and foodless peasants 
are roaming the streets, but no measures have been 
taken to cope with the situation, except the loud 
preaching of criminal birth control and selling of 
compatriots to foreign lands as lifetime slaves in 
the name of emigration. 

No wonder the South Korean publications have 
indignantly pointed out that the present situation 
has resulted from the U.S. policy in South Korea 
under the guise of good will and from the depend- 
ence on U.S. aid. 

It is exactly the U.S. imperialist policy of colo- 
nial enslavement that has brought the disastrous 
situation to South Korea today. 

The history of the past 18 years and the totally 
different realities of North and South Korea show 
that only the road of self-determination and self- 
dependence of the nation is the road to freedom and 
independence and that the road of seif-dependence 
and self-reliance is the only way for South Korea 
to get rid of the wretched plight of today. 

For South Korea to be self-dependent and self- 
reliant, the first and foremost task is to drive out 
the U.S. imperialist aggressors, those villains who 
trample underfoot the national sovereignty in South 
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Korea and who constitute the source of all the 
misery and hardships of the South Korean people. 
No independence can be ensured as long as the ag- 
gressive foreign troops are allowed to remain in 
one’s country. 

The longer the U.S. imperialist aggressors re- 
main in South Korea, the worse its ruinous crisis 
will become and the greater hardships its people 
will suffer. 


The people in South Korea must thoroughly ex- 
pose and smash the deceptive manoeuvres of the: U.S. 
imperialists and the treacherous acts of the puppet 
clique subservient to them and clear South Korea 
of the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 


As long as the U.S. imperialists stay on in South 
Korea, nothing will alter whether it be under a 
“military government” or a “civilian government,” 
and the nature of the South Korean regime as a 
puppet government cannot change no matter who 
comes to power. 


To acquire genuine sovereignty the foreign ag- 
gressors and traitors flattering to them must be 
driven out and the people must rise and establish 
a democratic, independent government truly re- 
presenting their will and defending their rights. 
Only when a people’s government is set up can ge- 
nuine independence and freedom be ensured and 
democratic development be expected. 


For the establishment of a democratic, independ- 
ent government the people in South Korea must 
win all democratic rights, and, especially, the free- 


dom of activities of democratic political parties must 
be ensured. 

Corrupt, power-hungry political mountebanks 
cannot do anything for the nation and the people. 
The leaders wanted by the masses of the people 
must emerge from among the masses. Only then 
can the people in South Korea win victory in their 
struggle and achieve freedom and independence. 

There can be no political independence without 
economic independence. 

As experience shows, reliance upon outside forces 
only results in ruin. 

The South Korean people must oppose and re- 
ject the U.S. imperialist policy of economic subju- 
gation, achieve self-sustenance and self-determina- 
tion and fight for the realization of economic ex- 
change between the North and the South to reha- 
bilitate and develop the ruined economy of South 
Korea. 

If South Korea casts off the yoke of aggressive 
foreign capital, establishes economic ties with North 
Korea and if the North and the South fill each 
other’s needs, South Korea can be saved from the 
economic bankruptcy and the question of its peo- 
ple’s livelihood be solved adequately. 

south Korea, too, like North Korea, must be- 
come independent politically and economically. 

Only when South Korea is independent and self- 
reliant like North Korea and, on this basis only, 
can the unification of the country and its complete 
independence be achieved by the efforts of our na- 
tion without interference from any outside force. 
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History knows no precedent of any nation a- 
chieving independence through reliance upon the 
aggressive foreign forces. 

The struggle of our forefathers who rose against 
the aggression of capitalist powers under the slogan 
of “Reject the Westerners and the Japanese” ended 
in failure owing to the worshippers of the great 
powers. The bitter memory of the national ruin 
caused by the traitors who fawned upon foreign ag- 
gressors is still alive in our hearts. 

We also clearly remember that all the attempts 
of motley politicians to attain “independence” 
through “petitions” or “entreating,” reckoning upon 
the “good will” of the Western Powers, were only 
made an object of mockery by the imperialist rob- 
bers. 

What a sober truth the grim historical lessons 
of the past give us even today! 

We must not forget these bitter lessons of his- 
tory and must unify our country by ourselves, re- 
jecting any outside interference. 

Why cannot the Korean people settle the ques- 
tion of unification of their country by themselves? 
Why should we allow Westerners to interfere in the 
internal affairs of our nation? 

The Korean nation is a resourceful nation with 
a long history and cultural tradition and a nation 
with courage and lofty spirit who upheld the inde- 
pendence of their country for a long time. 

The Korean people can and must unify their 
country by their own efforts. 

The question of the country’s unification is not 
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a subject for argument; it is the supreme task of 
our nation. 

Some people in South Korea oppose the inde- 
pendent unification of the country by the Koreans 
themselves, alleging that if it is accomplished, South 
Korea will be “devoured” by North Korea. This is 
nothing but an excuse of those who are hampering 
unification. 

The question of our country’s unification is not 
a question of conquering or being conquered; it is 
a question of restoring national unity by completely 
freeing our temporarily split nation from the im- 
perialist yoke. 

Our Party’s proposal for a Confederation of the 
North and the South as an intermediary step to- 
wards the complete unification of the country pro- 
ceeded, first of all, from a desire jointly to solve 
questions which concern the interests of the whole 
nation, to promote understanding between the North 
and the South, and create favourable conditions for 
the unification of the country. 

We hold that the choice of political systems 
should be left to the will of the people, and that the 
peaceful unification of the country be achieved in 
a democratic way according to the unanimous wili 
of the North and South Korean people, and we are 
striving to achieve this goal. 

The Korean Communists fought at the cost of 
their blood only for the independence of the coun- 
try and for the liberation of the nation in the past 
when the misfortune of ruin befell our country. To- 
day we are still waging an unflinching struggle for 
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this lofty cause. Our sole desire is to drive the U.S. 
imperialist aggressors out of South Korea, deliver 
our brothers in South Korea from their colonial 
yoke and enable the entire nation to live happily in 
a unified country. 

The way for the people in South Korea to get 
out of their present misery lies in driving out the 
U.S. imperialist aggressors, in achieving the self- 
determination and independence of the nation and, 
on this basis, striving to attain the unification of 
the country. 

This is not a time merely for lamenting over the 
realities. Victory requires only struggle; it can be 
won only through struggle. 

All the people in South Korea must fight more 
bravely to expel the U.S. imperialist aggressors. 

Anyone who has national conscience and is con- 
cerned about the destiny of the country must come 
out in this sacred struggle for the restoration of 
our country which is trampled upon and for the 
recovery of the national sovereignty which is en- 
croached upon. 

All the patriotic forces of South Korea must 
unite under the banner of the anti-American, na- 
tional-salvation struggle for national self-determi- 
nation, independence and self-reliance. Unity in- 
creases strength boundlessly. Unite and reject all 
the machinations of the U.S. imperialists and their 
lackeys, and fight vigorously so that the aggressors 
will find it impossible to stay on in this country. 

The U.S. imperialists and their stooges are 
floundering to extricate themselves from the im- 
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passe they have run into; they are afraid of the 
struggle of the masses. 

By their united strength the people can capture 
any bastion of the enemy. This has already been 
confirmed by the struggle of the people in South 
Korea. 

The united might of the thirty million people 
will certainly drive the U.S. imperialist army of ag- 
gression out of South Korea and put an end to its 
colonial rule. Dawn will surely break over South 
Korea and the day will certainly come when the 
banner of unification and independence will fly over 
this land. 
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BUILDING OF AN INDEPENDENT 
NATIONAL ECONOMY — WAY TO 
UNIFICATION, INDEPENDENCE AND 
PROSPERITY OF THE COUNTRY 


Following is a translation of an editorial of 
Rodong Sinmun on April 23, 1963. Boldface 
emphases are the same as those appearing in 
the paper. —Ed. 


N recent days voices are being raised ever louder 
fin South Korea deploring the disastrous effect of 
the United States’ South Korean policy and its “aid” 
and advocating the idea of independent develop- 
ment of the country and economic independence 
against dependence on foreign powers. This is a just 
demand arising from the bitter experience of the 
people in South Korea, to which we give full sup- 
port. 

In this connection this paper has already editori- 
ally dealt with the question of the unification of 
Korea by the Koreans themselves. Today we are 
going to treat of the question of independent devel- 
opment of the national economy which is basic to 
surmounting the economic disaster in South Korea 
and achieving the genuine independence of the 
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country and the prosperity of the nation. No nation 
on earth can build an independent country and 
make it rich and strong or achieve national pros- 
perity without an independent economic foundation. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung said as early as 1947: 
“In order to build a democratic state the foundation 
of an independent economy of the nation must be 
established... Without the foundation of an inde- 
pendent economy can we neither attain independ- 
ence, nor found the state nor subsist.” 

Economic independence is the foundation of po- 
litical independence. Economic dependence on for- 
eign forces leads to political dependence, and eco- 
nomic subordination leads to political subordination. 

We hold that all nations are equal and independ- 
ent and that they have the right to decide their own 
destinies. But how can the right to national equali- 
ty and, independence be guaranteed if there is no 
economic independence? Those who refuse to re- 
cognize the necessity of building an independent na- 
tional economy actually negate the right to nation- 
al equality and independence. It is precisely the 
imperialists who are pursuing the policy of econom- 
ic subjugation of other countries and, further, of 
trampling down their independence and sovereignty, 
using the “aid” as a bait for their aggressive ends. 
The “European Common Market,” “Atlantic Com- 
munity,” “Integration of World Economy,” etc., 
much vaunted by the imperialists today, are all 
geared to the aggressive aim of stamping out the 
political and economic independence of the small 
nations drawn into the “communities” and of pla- 
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cing them under the control of the imperialist 
powers. 

Nations economically dependent on foreign im- 
perialists cannot be essentially free from political 
submission to and plunder by the imperialists, even 
if they attain nominal political independence. Only 
those countries which have an independent nation- 
al economy can establish ties with other countries 
on the principles of complete equality and mutual 
benefit, and can appear on the international arena 
as independent countries capable of holding their 
own and enjoying equal rights with all other na- 
tions of the world, big and small. 

Without laying the foundations of an independ- 
ent national economy, no country can expect to 
achieve prosperity nor can the livelihood of the 
people be improved. How can a people build a 
civilized, rich and powerful independent country 
without the means of building up its national life 
on its own? How can a nation expect to live well 
when it relies on others without mobilizing its own 
domestic resources and its own potentialities? We 
know as yet no instance of a rich and powerful in- 
dependent state having been built by relying on 
foreign powers. We know no case of the people’s 
welfare having been promoted by relying on the 
imperialists’ “aid.” 

In fact, science, technology and culture cannot 
be developed without an independent national eco- 
nomy, nor can a nation rid itself of the backward- 
ness far removed from modern civilization. Only 
by building a developed national economy can a 
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nation enjoy all the conveniences of modern society 
and also contribute to the development of human 
culture as a civilized nation. 

Dependence on foreign powers, dependence on 
the imperialists’ “aid’—this is the path of subordi- 
nation, the path of ruin. The road of independent 
development and of building an independent nation- 
al economy—this is the only correct way to safe- 
guard the independence of the country and ensure 
the thriving and prosperity of the nation. 

The most eloquent proof of this is furnished by 
the two diametrically different realities of North 
and South Korea. 

What really are the consequences brought to 
South Korea by the South Korean policy of the 
United States, the self-styled “well-meant helper?” 
What has the so-called U.S. aid brought to the 
people of South Korea? They are colonial enslave- 
ment and plunder, political confusion and economic 
disaster, unheard-of hard life and social degenera- 
tion. 

Owing to the aggressive policy of the U.S. im- 
perialists and the country-selling policy of the reac- 
tionary forces in South Korea, yesterday’s colony of 
Japanese imperialism has become a colony of U.S. 
imperialism today. 

Through the “aid” the U.S. imperialists control 
the whole economic activities in South Korea and 
have reduced South Korea’s economy to an append- 
age to the U.S. military. Under a series of treacher- 
ous agreements the ruling circles of South. Korea 
have paved the way for the penetration of U.S. 
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monopoly capital, and granted the U.S. government 
the right to exercise unrestricted control over South 
Korea’s economy. 

To begin with, the budget of South Korea, the 
basis of financial and economic activities of the 
South Korean “regime,” is wholly under the con- 
trol of the U.S. aggressors. Nearly half of the total 
revenue in the budget of South Korea is “foreign 
fund” income under the U.S. “aid.” The South Ko- 
rean “government” can neither compile the budget 
nor disburse funds without the approval of the U.S. 
overlords. 

By gaining control over the financial agencies as 
well as the budget of South Korea through the 
“aid,” the U.S. imperialists control not only the 
financial and economic activities of the South Ko- 
rean “government” but also the funds of all eco- 
nomic agencies and enterprises. U.S. “aid” funds 
make up as much as 30 per cent of the source of 
the loan funds of the banks including the “Bank of 
Korea” and all other financial agencies in South 
Korea. 

The U.S. imperialists have also fettered South 
Korea’s industry to the U.S. raw and_ other 
materials by means of their “aid.” South Korea is 
not only unable to solve the question of necessary 
materials and raw materials through the exploita- 
tion of home resources but has no means of its own 
to import through foreign trade raw and other ma- 
terials which are in short supply. Consequently, 
South Korea depends on the U.S. “aid” for the 
greater part of the major materials such as steel, 
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timber and cement and nearly all of such raw ma- 
terials as bituminous coal, raw cotton, rayon yarn 
and caustic soda. And once this “aid” is stopped, 
neither industry nor transport can operate. 


Likewise, South Korea’s foreign trade is mono- 
polized by the United States. Its imports exceed its 
exports 20 times, 80 per cent of the total imports 
coming from the United States. Markets in South 
Korea are flooded with American goods brought in 
from across the ocean. 

In sum, the state budget, funds of enterprises, 
major materials and raw materials in South Korea 
are all in the hands of the United States, and foreign 
trade and home markets are also monopolized by it. 
It is the “U.S. Operation Mission” in South Korea 
administering U.S. “aid” as an agency of the U.S. 
government that plays the master in the economic 
life in South Korea. 

It is self-evident that South Korea’s economy 
controlled by the U.S. aggressors cannot develop in 
the interests of the people of South Korea and of 
our entire nation. South Korea’s economy is entirely 
serving the U.S. imperialists’ policy of military ag- 
gression and their purposes of colonial plunder. 

South Korea has received over 10,000 million 
dollars of U.S. “aid” by now since it came under 
the yoke of the U.S. imperialists. But the bulk of 
this ‘‘aid’” was direct military “aid.” 

It is known throughout the world that an over- 
size South Korean army over 600,000 strong is a 
mercenary army serving the aggressive purposes of 
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U.S. imperialism, not for the defence of the nation. 
U.S. military “aid” to South Korea is nothing but a 
part of the expenses defrayed by the U.S. imperiai- 
ists to maintain their military bases for invading 
the whole of Korea and Asia. 

It comes cheap for the U.S. imperialists to use 
the South Korean army, which is far less expensive 
than the U.S. army, in pursuing this aggressive aim. 
By dragooning a great number of South Korea’s 
young and middle-aged people into the puppet army 
and shifting its enormous maintenance expenses on 
to the shoulders of the South Korean people, they 
are outrageously “economizing” their own military 
expenses. In fact, only one-twentyfifth of the cost 
of maintaining one U.S. division is sufficient for the 
U.S. imperialists to keep one puppet army division 
in South Korea. The U.S. imperialists’ colonial rule 
has ruined South Korea’s economy and sent millions 
of working people out of job, and these unemployed 
form a source of cheap mercenaries for them. 

While keeping a huge puppet army for their ag- 
gressive purposes and shifting the heavy burden of 
military expenses onto the shoulders of the South 
Korean people, the U.S. imperialists are still prat- 
tling as if they are giving certain “aid.” 

South Korea is not only providing the U.S. ag- 
gressors with over 600,000 young and middle-aged 
men as cannon fodder but also disbursing one-third 
of the annual total of its output value for military 
expenses. It is self-evident that under these cir- 
cumstances there is hardly any reserve power to 
undertake economic construction. 


— 27 — 


The so-called pure economic aid is also noth- 
ing but a means for fettering South Korea to the 
United States and exploiting the resources and pro- 
duction in South Korea for the military purposes of 
the United States. From the beginning, the U.S. 
imperialists have not brought in machines, equip- 
ment and production installations necessary for the 
development of the economy of South Korea. The 
“aid” goods they bring in are certain materials and 
raw materials for fettering South Korea's economy 
and such goods as American cigarettes and toilet 
articles which have nothing to do with the life of 
the masses of the people in South Korea. 

In return for the ‘aid’ the South Korean ruling 
circles have not only surrendered the sovereignty 
and the key branches of economy of South Korea 
as a whole to the U.S. imperialists but also presen- 
ted ‘to them as a tribute riches of much greater 
value than the total amount of “aid.” The United 
States had given 3,300 million dollars of “economic 
aid” to South Korea up to the end of 1962, but the 
amount of wealth it took away from South Korea in 
the same period reached 8,000 million dollars, even 
according to an extremely watered-down data. This 
means that the U.S. imperialists shipped out of 
South Korea 2.4 times more than what they gave 
to South Korea. 

Therefore, U.S. President Kennedy, in his re- 
cent “Foreign Aid Message” to Congress, stated 
that the “contribution of this program to our na- 
tional interests clearly outweighs its cost” and did 
not conceal the fact that it is a lucrative business. 
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By ushering U.S. monopoly capital into South 
Korea and selling off the sovereign power and na- 
tural resources of the country to the U.S. imperial- 
ists, the handful of the reactionary traitorous circ- 
les in South Korea are lining their pockets. No 
small portion of U.S. “aid” is used to foster this 
pro-American, traitorous force. In the domain of 
industry alone, 40 per cent of the total value of in- 
dustrial output is concentrated in the enterprises of 
the comprador capitalists comprising only one per 
cent of the total number of enterprises in South 
Korea. 

Owing to the constant pressure exerted by U.S. 
monopoly capital and comprador capital, the road 
of development of the national industry in South 
Korea has been completely blocked and the colonial 
one-sidedness and backwardness of industry left 
over by Japanese imperialism have further ag- 
gravated. 

The share of industry in the annual income of 
the whole people of South Korea is only one-third 
and the machine-building industry, the basis of 
economic independence, is almost non-existent. The 
underground resources of South Korea lie unex- 
ploited, except for a few mines that are worked for 
supplying strategic materials to the U.S. imperial- 
ists. Even the scanty textile and food industries 
known to exist in South Korea are mostly engaged 
in the production of war supplies. All this is in the 
hands of the comprador capitalists who are under 
the protection of the United States. 

South Korea’s industry is a deformed industry 
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with no raw material bases of its own and no key 
branches of heavy industry, and is completely 
subordinated to the United States. 

Because of the ever-growing shortage of raw 
materials and funds, the medium and small enter- 
prises are going bankrupt and being ruined every 
day. Numbers of medium and small enterprises 
have closed down and more than 60 per cent of the 
remaining ones is operating under capacity or has 
suspended operations. 

The output of South Korea’s industry, totally 
crippled by the aggressive U.S. “aid,” falls short of 
even the level of the days of Japanese imperialist 
rule. 

The traitorous clique in South Korea subservient 
to the foreign forces has not only disrupted the 
South Korean industry as a whole but totally ruined 
agriculture. 

The broad masses of the peasants are still sub- 
jected to harsh exploitation under the feudal sys- 
tem of land ownership. Far from making investment 
in agriculture, the South Korean rulers have bled 
the rural population white. 

As a result of utter negligence of irrigation pro- 
jects and forest and water conservancy work, land 
is devastated with each passing day. Three million 
jongbo (one jongbo approximates one hectare) of 
forest area in South Korea, nearly half of the total, 
has become bare of trees and even the existing ir- 
rigation facilities have been completely destroyed. 
Thus every year a vast stretch of fertile land is 
turned into waste land, and more than half of the 
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farmland has turned into sterile land which can 
yield practically nothing unless it is restored and 
ameliorated. 

The U.S. imperialists wrested from the South 
Korean peasants more than 100,000 jongbo of land 
for military purposes. 

Under the conditions where industry is wrecked 
and agriculture is extremely fragmented, the South 
Korean countryside has no chance of making any 
progress in technology and agricultural techni- 
que is still in the mediaeval state. 

The destruction and stagnation of the agricultur- 
al productive forces and the constant pressure of 
the U.S. surplus farm produce have brought about 
a sharp decline in production. By bringing in their 
surplus farm produce, the U.S. imperialists lowered 
the prices of the farm produce of South Korea be- 
low the production cost, thereby ruining the peas- 
ants’ economy and stunting agricultural production 
to the extreme. Grain production has decreased to 
two-thirds of that of the pre-liberation days, cotton 
growing has almost died out and animal husbandry 
and sericulture keep declining. Thus, South Korea, 
the once granary of our country, has now turned 
into an area of chronic famine, which has to import 
5-7 million sok (one sok equals 150 kg.) of U.S. sur- 
plus food grain annually. Having driven South 
Korean agriculture into such a pass, the U.S. im- 
perialists have been bringing in as “aid” goods spoilt 
flour which is unmarketable elsewhere. This is in- 
deed as good as giving medicine while causing disease. 

The people’s livelihood in South Korea is inde- 
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scribably wretched. Over 6 million working people, 
approximately half of the able-bodied population, 
are chronically unemployed or semi-unemployed. 

The spiralling inflation caused by the increase of 
military expenses is sharply lowering the value of 
South Korean currency and leading the people’s 
livelihood into the slough of poverty. In the 18 
years since the liberation prices have risen no less 
than 5,000 times. The hardships of living have 
reached the climax following the assumption of 
power by the military fascist clique. While prices are 
going up daily, the workers’ wages have been frozen 
for three years now. 

The peasants’ life in South Korea is still more 
appalling. The broad peasant masses have been re- 
duced to debt slaves of the landlords and usurers. 
The peasantry is shouldering altogether 18,000 mil- 
lion won of debts. Tens of thousands of peasant 
families go bankrupt and are giving up farming 
every year. Roaming about hills and fields, they are 
now barely sustaining life on grass roots and bark. 

Now a grievous famine is sweeping the whole 
territory of South Korea. There is a shortage of 10 
million sok of grain to meet the requirements and 
millions of people are on the verge of starvation. 
Numerous people are languishing from undernour- 
ishment and chronic diseases, left alone without any 
relief measure. Tragedies are taking place one after 
another—whole families commit suicide, unable to 
endure hunger and poverty any longer. Today South 
Korea has turned into a hell in the true sense of the 
word, 


a) 


Precisely, such is the consequence of the U.S. im- 
perialists’ “aid’’ to South Korea during the past 18 
years. Such is the consequence of the traitorous 
policy of inviting outside forces and relying on them 
pursued by the ruling circles of South Korea. 

Although the rulers of the South Korean military 
regime have been trumpeting about the “five-year 
plan for economic development,” “physiocratic po- 
licy,” ete., as if they could patch up the situation, 
their “new recipes” have also gone completely ban- 
krupt. Material wherewithal is needed to restore the 
ruined industry and agriculture of South Korea and 
solve the question of the people’s livelihood, and in 
order to obtain material wherewithal the domestic 
funds must be enlisted. But the military ruling cir- 
cles have neither the means nor the ability to solve 
this problem. Who would devote their energies to 
economic construction ard supply funds, trusting 
such hooligans as Pak Jung Hi who is engrossed in 
terrorism and fraud? 

The military ruling elements are planning to 
raise the funds from the insignificant “reparations” 
to be paid by Japan in response to the “property 
claims on Japan” or through some foreign loans, but 
this is only an illusion. 

In order to tide over the economic catastrophe in 
South Korea, outside forces must be rejected, a re- 
gime of the people must be set up by the people 
themselves, domestic resources must be explored 
and the national economy rehabilitated and deve- 
loped through the mobilization of the entire man- 
power and financial means. The situation will never 
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be improved as long as South Korea is ruled by the 
U.S. imperialists and their stooges and continues 
to rely on U.S. “aid.” 

The situation in North Korea which has taken the 
path of independent economic development presents 
a striking contrast to that in South Korea. which is 
fettered to U.S. “aid.” 

Under the leadership of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea the people in the North have striven, since 
the early days of the liberation, to wipe out the cen- 
turies-old backwardness and colonial dependence of 
the national economy and to lay the foundations of 
an independent national economy. 

It was a very difficult job under the conditions 
in which we took over a backward economy and 
culture from the old society and lacked our own 
cadres and experience in economic construction. But 
we have unswervingly followed the line of our own 
choice, so that there may be no repetition of our 
past sufferings when we were trampled underfoot, 
humiliated and maltreated by foreign invaders be- 
cause we were backward and powerless, that our 
people may be able to advance together with all 
other nations of the world as an independent, po- 
werful and cultured people. 

To become independent economically means de- 
veloping the national economy relying on one’s own 
technique, one’s own resources and the strength of 
one’s own cadres and people and to become able to 
satisfy the domestic demands basically with domes- 
tic production. 

In order to build up our national life with our 
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own strength, we must, as Comrade Kim I] Sung 
pointed out, “develop economy in a diversified way, 
equip it with up-to-date technique and create our 
own firm bases of raw material, thus forming a 
comprehensive economic system which links all 
branches organically.” 

Heavy industry is the foundation of economic 
independence of the country and the cornerstone 
for the development of the national economy. With- 
out heavy industry, light industry and agriculture 
cannot be developed nor can national independence 
be ensured. 

Though there were some branches of heavy in- 
dustry in our country in the past, it was a back- 
ward, colonial industry built by the Japanese im- 
perialists to plunder the resources of Korea and 
exploit the Korean people, and even that was totally 
destroyed during the war. 

We have laid the solid bases of our own heavy 
industry by concentrating tremendous efforts on the 
rehabilitation and development of heavy industry. 

Today North Korea possesses all key branches 
of heavy industry such as power, coal, ferrous and 
non-ferrous metal, chemicals, building-materials and 
machine-building. Our heavy industry is equipped 
with new techniques and is developing by relying 
on domestic resources, and is serving to develop the 
national economy and improve our people’s liveli- 
hood. This means that our heavy industry is a 
powerful, independent modern heavy industry with 
a broad prospect of development. 

In 1962 North Korea turned out 11,400 million 
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kwh of electricity, 13.2 million tons of coal, more 
than 1.2 million tons of pig iron and granulated 
iron, 1.05 million tons of steel, 2.38 million tons of 
cement and about 780,000 tons of chemical fertilizer. 

Especially, thanks to the creation and develop- 
ment of machine-building industry which did not 
exist in the past, different types of modern ma- 
chinery and equipment are being produced in large 
quantities—machine tools, electric machines, mining 
machines, installations of metal and chemical indus- 
tries, transport equipment, building machines, weav- 
ing machines, farm machines and so forth. In 1962 
the machine-building industry accounted for 23 per 
cent of the total value of industrial output and the 
rate of self-supply of machines and equipment 
reached 92 per cent. 

Thus we are supplying fuel, power, raw and 
other materials, machines and equipment for the 
development of the national economy basically with 
domestic products and are carrying on an overall te- 
chnical revolution on the basis of our own heavy 
industry. 

With the powerful support of heavy industry, 
light industry and agriculture have likewise made 
swift development. 

In order to boost the lagging production of con- 
sumer goods as soon as possible and meet the grow- 
ing demands of the people, we have built large- 
scale light industry factories equipped with modern 
techniques and, at the same time, set up medium 
and small-scale local industry factories in all parts 
of the country by actively tapping local sources of 
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raw materials and local reserves and enlisting the 
strength of the masses. 

Today we have a developed textile industry and 
various food processing and daily necessaries indus- 
tries. We have laid firm foundations for fully sup- 
plying raw materials to light industry and for fur- 
ther developing production techniques on our own. 

North Korea which depended on imports for al- 
most all the consumer goods in the past is now 
meeting the demands of the people with home- 
made goods. Though there are few luxury goods in 
our stores, they are filled with daily necessities 
made by ourselves. 

Originally the arable land in North Korea was 
small and was very lean at that. Therefore, North 
Korea had been known from olden days as an area 
incapable of meeting its own food requirements. 

However, we have speedily developed the 
branch which produces grain and all other bran- 
ches of agriculture by transforming nature through 
extensive irrigation projects, afforestation and wa- 
ter conservancy work and by steadily introduc- 
ing modern farm machines and new farming 
techniques. 

Today we have not only become self-sufficient 
in food but laid foundations for producing large 
quantities of industrial crops, vegetables, various 
fruits and cocoons and also a foundation for deve- 
loping animal husbandry. 

Along with the national economy, education is 
developing and national culture and arts are blos- 
soming. In North Korea the compulsory middle 
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school education was introduced already in 1958 
and nine-year compulsory technical education will 
be enforced before long. The work of training our 
own cadres has been conducted on an extensive 
scale, with the result that a large army of technicians 
and specialists has been trained and all factories and 
other enterprises in North Korea are efficiently man- 
aged and operated by our own technical personnel. 

In North Korea, there are no unemployed and 
all the labouring masses are working and studying. 
Medical treatment is free to all, without exception. 
Everyone is ensured food, clothes and a dwelling 
and all people are freed from any worry about their 
living. 

Of course, much remains to be done .for turning 
our country into a developed, modern industrial 
state and enabling our people to lead a better, more 
bountiful life. 

But we have already built an industrial-agricul- 
tural state with the foundations of an independent 
economy and solved the basic problems of our peo- 
ple’s livelihood. We have completely freed ourselves 
from the centuries-old backwardness and poverty. 
Today the economy of our country is developing, re- 
lying on our own technique and raw materials, on 
the strength of our own cadres and working people, 
and our people are living without any worry, using 
home-made industrial goods and farm produce. This 
is a great change in the history of the Korean nation. 

We have built firm material foundations, and a 
broad vista is open before us. Today the working 
people in the northern part of our country are striv- 
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ing to carry out the grand tasks of the Seven-Year 
Plan set forth by the Party. 

When the Seven-Year Plan is fulfilled, our in- 
dustry will have more developed and it will pro- 
duce larger quantities of up-to-date machinery and 
equipment and various kinds of means of produc- 
tion, as well as varied high-quality consumer goods. 
In the field of agriculture, technical transformation 
will have been realized and the output of grain and 
all other crops and that of animal products will 
decisively increase. By that time, our country will 
have become a developed industrial state and all 
our people will be able to live as well as others. 

The establishment of the solid foundations of an 
independent national economy in North Korea has 
been possible only because our people took their 
destinies firmly into their hands and have unflag- 
gingly cut their way through manifold difficulties 
and trials under the wise leadership of our Party. 

We have rejected the tendency towards fawning 
on big countries, a tendency of lacking faith in one’s 
own strength and only relying on others, and have 
consistently striven, on the principle of self-reliance, 
to build an independent national economy mainly 
with our own strength and resources. Immediately 
after the armistice when we had no iron, no ma- 
chine and no cement and when we were short of 
food and clothes, we laid the cornerstones of an 
independent national economy one by one, living an 
austere life and practising a strictest economy. Our 
working people rose up as one man and waged a 
heroic struggle for freeing themselves from the age- 
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old backwardness and poverty at the earliest date 
and for the prosperity and development of the 
country and the welfare of the rising generation. 
Thus we have laid firm foundations of the national 
economy and radically improved our livelihood in 
a short space of time. 

Following the war, we received a total of 500 
millon rubles (550 million dollars) of economic and 
technical aid from the fraternal socialist countries, 
and this aid, of course, helped promote our economic 
construction. Even at that time, however, our own 
strength played the decisive role in rehabilitating 
and developing our national economy. Even under 
the difficult circumstances in those days, we en- 
deavoured to use effectively the aid of the brother 
countries, while putting the main stress on the ma- 
ximum mobilization of the strength of our people 
and all the domestic resources, not relying upon the 
aid alone. We used the aid in laying the foundations 
of an independent economy for the country. 

In essence, the aid of the socialist countries is 
fundamentally different from the “aid” of the im- 
perialist countries which is aimed at aggression, sub- 
jugation and plunder. Among the socialist countries 
there can be no such practices as using aid as a 
means of interference in the internal affairs of other 
countries. Socialist countries give other countries 
genuinely internationalist aid which consolidates the 
national independence of the recipient nations and 
helps build their own independent national economy. 

Today our country has already become able to 
stand on her own feet economically and live with 
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her own strength. As for the economic relations of 
our country with the fraternal socialist countries, 
they are developing through foreign trade based on 
the principles of internationalism, complete equality 
and mutual benefit. Through such trade, our brother 
countries and we are meeting each other’s needs 
and helping each other’s economic development by 
exporting what we have plentifully and importing 
what we lack and need. 

The independent national economy we have built 
constitutes a reliable basis of our political indepen- 
dence. Our country, as a fully independent state 
allowing no interference from foreign countries, is 
independently solving all questions by itself. We 
have established Juche (self-identity) in ideology, 
are economically independent, pursue independent 
home and foreign policies and have a self-defence 
power capable of safeguarding our independence and 
sovereignty from the encroachment of any foreign 
enemy. 

The achievements and experiences gained in the 
northern part of our country prove that our nation 
is capable of building an independent national: eco- 
nomy through self-reliance and that only by taking 
this road can genuine national independence be 
achieved and the rapid development of economy and 
culture be made. 

The independent national economy established in 
the northern part of the country is not only the 
source of the happy life of the people there but also 
the wealth of the whole nation, and it constitutes 
a solid foundation for the independent develop- 


41 = 


ment of the national economy of the whole of Korea. 

We should draw a due conclusion from the two 
opposing lines taken by North and South Korea and 
from their results. 

Now South Korea has been driven into a blind 
alley where it must find a way out to start anew. 

Which road should South Korea take? Should it 
come back to life by following the road of building 
an independent economy, joining hands with the 
brothers in North Korea, or sink into the depths of 
ruin forever by clinging to outside forces? It must 
choose between these two roads. South Korea must 
resolutely abandon the course leading to the ruin of 
the country, cast off the imperialist yoke, embark 
upon the road of independent development and seek 
the strength of regeneration in the midst of the 
nation. 

Our nation has sufficient power to expel the ag- 
gressors, build up its own life by firmly standing on 
its own feet and build a civilized, rich and powerful 
independent state. Our nation, though it once tra- 
versed a tortuous path because of the aggression of 
Japanese imperialism, is a courageous nation with a 
strong power of union, who had long defended the 
independence of the country, and it is an industrious 
and sagacious nation that has created the wealth of 
the country and built a brilliant culture by them- 
selves. 

Our land is beautiful and has vast resources. 
There is a developed industry in the North and 
wide tracts of fertile land in the South. Water-power 
and varied underground resources are found in all 
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parts of the country. Seabound on three sides, our 
country has inexhaustible marine resources as well. 

Why should our nation, which has rich resources 
within the country and enough economic power for 
national regeneration in one half of its territory, 
a sagacious and brave nation which has a long his- 
tory and has inherited a time-honoured cultural 
tradition, undergo maltreatment and humiliation and 
live in rags and in hunger by leaning on the Yankee 
imperialists? We had experienced colonial slavery 
under Japanese imperialism for nearly half a cen- 
tury and our people in South Korea have again been 
subjected to all sorts of racial contempt and humi- 
liation for 18 years under the colonial yoke of U.S. 
imperialism. Is it not high time for our people in the 
South to wake up from the slumber? 

Some people in South Korea, calling for the in- 
dependent development of the national economy on 
the one hand, have as yet not discarded illusions 
about the imperialist “aid” and are continuing to beg 
for U.S. imperialists’ “aid” on the other. This is 
just like a person asking a robber to look after his 
house. 

Isn’t it the consequence of U.S. “aid” that the 
people in South Korea have been enslaved to others 
in their own country and are languishing in disease 
and hunger without food and clothes? 

Some people in South Korea are trying to seek 
the way out in the “aid” of the Japanese militarists. 
However, inviting the aggressive Japanese monopoly 
capital will not improve the situation in the least but, 
on the contrary, will place South Korea under the 
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two-fold enslavement of U.S. and Japanese impe- 
rialism, thereby driving South Korea’s economy and 
the livelihood of its people into the depths of irretri- 
evable ruin. 

Any and every illusion about imperialism must 
be dispelled. There is no other way out for South 
Korea but to resolutely free itself from reliance upon 
outside forces and promote economic independence 
by pooling the strength of the whole nation. 

Mutual accommodation should be_ effected 
through economic exchange between the North and 
the South, all the resources of the two zones be 
jointly used and the wisdom, talent and strength 
of the whole nation enlisted to build a national 
economy capable of standing firmly on its own feet, 
not relying on any outside force. 

When viewed from the economic and geographi- 
cal standpoint, too, it is rational to link industrial 
North Korea with agricultural South Korea. Only 
by so doing can the unified and harmonious devel- 
opment of the national economy be assured. Why 
should we rely on the imperialists’ “aid,’’ not using 
the powerful economic power and sufficient funds 
of our nation? 

There is no ground whatever for one and the 
same nation to be barred from conducting exchange 
with each other when countries even with differ- 
ing social systems are co-operating and meeting 
each other’s economic needs. Difference of political 
views and social systems cannot constitute a bar- 
rier to co-operation and exchange between the 
North and the South. 
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We cannot look on with folded arms at our beau- 
tiful, fertile land being devastated day after day 
under the heels of foreign aggressors and at our 
brothers and sisters groaning in the quagmire. If 
the conditions for the unification of the country are 
as yet premature, we should realize economic ex- 
change at least, putting political issue aside, and 
save the economic bankruptcy in South Korea, solve 
the question of people’s livelihood and lay the foun- 
dations for economic independence step by step. 

We maintain this, prompted by the sole desire to 
save our parents, brothers and sisters in South Ko- 
rea who are hovering between life and death and 
to rescue the nation from the tragedy of ruin. 

Economic co-operation and exchange between 
North and South Korea are advantageous for both 
parts and the whole nation is to gain from this 
and has nothing to lose. 

We must restore the ties between the industry 
of North Korea and the agriculture of South Korea 
through economic exchange. The devastated agricul- 
ture and industry of South Korea will be speedily 
rehabilitated and developed, if we exchange elec- 
tric power, coal, iron, timber, cement, various kinds 
of machinery and equipment and other heavy in- 
dustrial goods of North Korea for the agricultural 
produce of South Korea. 

It is a most burning issue to shore up agricul- 
ture, the principal branch of economy for the peo- 
ple’s life in South Korea, and ensure a secure life 
to the peasants comprising more than 70 per 
cent of its population. Exchange and co-operation 
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between the North and the South will give fresh 
vigour to the extremely devastated South Korean 
countryside and raise agricultural production, there- 
by enabling South Korea not only to get along 
without importing U.S. surplus grain but to have 
its own surplus food. 

We can also meet the demands of the people in 
south Korea for industrial goods and provide mil- 
lions of unemployed with jobs by overcoming, 
through mutual co-operation, the shortage of raw 
and other materials and machinery, fuel and power, 
which represents the most acute problem in South 
Korea’s industry, and by building the national in- 
dustry there. 

We should not stop at rehabilitating the ruined 
national industry of South Korea but proceed step 
by step to realize industrialization there. Independ- 
ent development of the economy is unthinkable 
apart from industrialization. South Korea abounds 
in water-power resources, coal, iron ore, tungsten 
and other underground resources. We must not allow 
such precious wealth to be plundered by the imperi- 
alists nor let it lie idle any longer. 

The key branches of heavy industry such as 
fuel-power, metal, chemical, building-materials and 
machine-building industries, can be set up in South 
Korea, too, if the North and the South join their 
strength, jointly explore the resources in South Ko- 
rea and jointly use the power of the industry we 
have already built in North Korea. 

The construction of heavy industry is urgently 
required not only for the development of the eco- 
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nomy of South Korea, but also for the strengthen- 
ing of the foundations of the independent economy 
of all Korea after the unification of the country is 
accomplished in the future. 

We must proceed to organically link the indus- 
tries of North and South Korea and organize a 
rational division of labour between them, while 
gradually realizing industrialization in South Korea 
through the mobilization of all forces within the 
country. 

If we co-operate and meet each other’s needs in 
this way, we shall be able to bring the ruined na- 
tional industry in South Korea back to life, build 
a number of heavy and light industry branches 
which form the foundation of our national inde- 
pendence, and radically improve the livelihood of 
the people in South Korea and deliver it from the 
economic bondage to U.S. imperialism once and 
for all. 

Exchange and co-operation between the North 
and the South will not only help cope with the 
economic disaster in South Korea, solve the urgent 
problem of people’s life and, furthermore, accom- 
plish economic independence, but also create very 
favourable conditions for the unification of the 
country by removing the distrust sown by the 
enemy between our people and bringing us closer 
to each other. 

Our proposal that the North and the South pool 
strength and build an independent national econo- 
my is a just, patriotic proposal which no one could 
possibly reject. 
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Nevertheless, the military rulers in South Ko- 
rea are dead set against any contact and exchange 
between the North and the South, to say nothing 
of the unification of the country, clamouring about 
“building up strength for defeating communism.” 

“To defeat communism” is but a day dream never 
to be realized and it is also clear that no force can 
be built up by relying upon outside force. Pak Jung 
Hi’s “five-year plan for economic development”’ 
worked out with the calculation of the funds to be 
drawn from the U.S. imperialists’ “aid” ended in 
an empty talk, and the people of South Korea are 
undergoing unheard-of calamities owing to his trai- 
torous policy of building up strength for “defeating 
communism.” 

Was it not precisely the Communists who have 
done the great patriotic work of safeguarding the 
independence of the country, laying the founda- 
tions of the national economy by cultivating the 
land and exploring the latent wealth of the country, 
enabling the people to lead a bountiful life and 
opening the highroad of national regeneration and 
prosperity? And is it not those who clamour about 
“enti-communism” that are committing such trai- 
torous acts as selling the country to the Yankees, 
destroying the national economy, throwing people 
into the greatest ever misery and driving the nation 
into a land of darkness? 

Today the question lies in unifying the divided 
country and relieving the people in South Korea 
from misery. 

Today when one half of our country is swept by 
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hunger and drenched with blood owing to the ag- 
gression of U.S. imperialism, our whole nation must 
unite and make all efforts to expel the aggressors, 
accomplish the independence of the whole country 
and achieve economic independence. One should not 
be taken in by the “anti-communist” policy of U.S. 
imperialism and by its scheme to sow national dis- 
cord; the North and the South must join strength, 
unify the country and promote the independent 
development of the national economy. 

If the whole nation joins efforts and talents, 
jointly explores all the riches of the country and 
develops the national economy and national culture 
in a unified way, we can certainly build a civilized, 
rich and powerful, independent, modern industrial 
state. 

All the patriotic fellow countrymen in South 
Korea, let us unite and fight against the aggressive 
policy of U.S. imperialism and the traitorous policy 
of its stooges and for the realization of co-operation 
and exchange between the North and the South! 
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INDEPENDENCE AND SELF-SUPPORT— 
WAY TO REGENERATION 


Following is a translation of an article of 
Rodong Sinmun on October 26, 1963. Bold- 
face emphases and italics are the same as 
those appearing in the paper. —Ed. 


N South Korea today, voices are being sharply 

raised against reliance on outside forces, ealling 
for independence and self-support, lamenting that 
the worst ever living conditions in which “survival 
is a miracle’ have reached the lowest possible 
limit. 

This is a conclusion drawn from the 18 years’ 
bitter experience of hard life, an experience for 
which South Korea has paid dearly. 


As is known, the ever-worsening mass starva- 
tion and destitution of the people in South Korea 
have reached the limit of endurance. 

Thus, millions of our fellow countrymen, broth- 
ers and sisters, are languishing at the crossroads of 
life and death, and are roaming about in search of 
a living, uncertain as to what will befall them the 
next day. 

What has caused such a grave national calamity? 
Why does life become harder as the days go by? 
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It is only natural that everyone of the afflicted 
people in South Korea should raise these questions. 

Needless to say, people have long since been 
asking these questions. 

But not all have had definite answers to them 
from the beginning. 

At one time they even pinned their hopes on the 
replacement of the Syngman Rhee regime. 

The Syngman Rhee regime was overthrown by 
the April Popular Uprising, and even after that the 
“government” has been changed several times. But 
things have not changed, rather they have taken a 
turn for the worse. 

Then the people in South Korea have come to 
realize more clearly that the root cause of their 
misfortunes and sufferings lies exactly in the U.S. 
imperialist policy of colonial enslavement in South 
Korea, not anything else. 

The real ruler over South Korea is not South 
Korean “government” but the U.S. imperialists. 

It is obvious that under the circumstances in 
which the U.S. imperialists are lording it over 
South Korea, the mere replacement of the “regime” 
there, which is nothing but a scarecrow, cannot 
effect any change in the situation. 

Having occupied South Korea, under the cloak 
of “aid,” “friendship” and the like the U.S. imperi- 
alists rigged up a puppet government subservient 
to them and completely enslaved South Korea by 
the crafty neo-colonialist method of enforcing colo- 
nial rule through it. 

Thus, the U.S. imperialists have taken into their 
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hands political rule, military command and all the 
economic arteries in South Korea. 


If the South Korean rulers had an iota of the 
sense of national responsibility and conscience, they 
should have done all they can to attain political 
independence and economic self-support, opposing 
colonial enslavement by the U.S. imperialists. 


However, they have not done so. 

On the contrary, they savagely suppressed the 
masses of the people who were fighting against the 
U.S. imperialist policy of colonial enslavement, 
while taking the road of more thoroughly placing 
South Korea under the control of the U.S. imperial- 
ists in all spheres of politics, the economy, the 
military and culture. Therefore, it is like seeking 
a fish on a tree to expect those who are hand in 
glove with the aggressors to serve national interests 
instead of serving the U.S. imperialists. 


Through their traitorous policy of relying on 
outside forces they presented the national interests 
of the South Korean people to the U.S. imperialists 
as an offering on the latter’s altar of greed, and 
plunged South Korea into an abyss of ruin as today. 


still they do not awake from a delusion, but 
are trying to justify their reliance upon outside 
forces; they maintain that it is natural for them to 
follow the U.S. imperialists and even that the 
people in South Korea “owe’’ their existence to the 
“aid” of the United States. 


But this spurious “aid’”’ has placed South Korea 
under the complete control of the U.S. imperialists 
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and spelled unheard-of misfortunes for the people 
in South Korea. 

The road of relying on the imperialist “aid” and 
of toadying to the outside forces is a road to dis- 
grace and ruin. 


This is clearly shown above all by the totally 
destroyed and ruined economy of South Korea. 

From the first day of their occupation of South 
Korea, the U.S. imperialists who profess themselves 
to be “philanthropists,” emerged as vicious wreckers 
of South Korea’s economy and reigned over the 
people as rulers with absolute authority under cover 
of “aid.” 

No sooner had they landed in South Korea than 
they erected barriers and cut off the economic ties 
between the North and the South, thereby severing 
the originally backward economy of South Korea 
from the industrial North Korea and placing it in 
total isolation. 

Having dealt such a fatal blow to the economy 
of South Korea, the U.S. imperialists took the road 
of bringing it entirely under their control, dumping 
in South Korea a huge amount of surplus goods 
stockpiled after the war under the name of “relief 
goods supply” by taking advantage of the difficulties 
confronting South Korea’s economy. The markets 
in South Korea were flooded with these surplus 
goods. 

In only three years up to 1948 after the libera- 
tion 500 million dollars’ worth of U.S. surplus con- 
sumer goods were brought into South Korea. 
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The U.S. imperialists utterly disregarded whether 
these surplus goods were necessary for South Korea 
or not. They thought of nothing but ensuring colo- 
nial superprofits to U.S. monopolies. 


The 500 million dollars’ worth of commodities 
they shipped to South Korea were almost all ready- 
made goods including 170 million dollars’ worth of 
foodstuffs and 40 million dollars’ worth of clothing. 
The overwhelmingly greater part of them was vari- 
ous foodstuffs and sundry goods ranging from 420,000 
tons of wheat, liquors, candies, canned goods, 
turkeys and chewing-gum to cigarettes, matches, 
army uniforms and DDT. 

Having monopolized the markets in South Korea, 
the U.S. imperialists pursued a policy of low tarift 
below 10 per cent through the U.S. “military gov- 
ernment” to encourage the U.S. merchants’ dump- 
ing of surplus consumer goods. 


The U.S. consumer goods which flowed into the 
markets of South Korea eventually began to stifle 
the weak economy of South Korea as a whole, and 
destroyed it in the first few years. 

The number of factories in South Korea dropped 
to 4,500 in 1947 as against 10,065 before the libera- 
tion and the value of industrial output decreased 
by 80 per cent in 1948 compared with 1940. 

Owing to the influx of U.S. foodstuffs, clothing 
including army uniforms, and fabrics, the already 
meagre industrial production went down: to 8.7 per 
cent in the food industry, 35.1 per cent in the 
textile industry, 24.4 per cent in the machine- 
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building industry whose supply of raw materials 
had been suspended, 45.1 per cent in the metal 
industry, 49.4 per cent in the chemical industry and 
to 14.1 per cent in the lumbering and wood-working 
industry. 

The lack of fertilizer supply and the pressure of 
U.S. surplus food grain decreased the per-jongbo 
rice yield by 15.6 per cent and rice production by 
12.2 per cent already in 1946 as against the pre- 
liberation years. Especially in 1947, the output of 
wheat and barley dropped to 54.6 per cent and that 
of other cereals to 58.1 per cent and fibre crops to 
37.7 per cent. 

But all these were a mere prelude to the eco- 
nomic aggression by U.S. imperialism and created 
only the precondition for its policy of colonial 
enslavement. The U.S. imperialist policy for colonial 
subjugation of South Korea’s economy with “aid” 
as a lever began operating on a full scale and 
became all the more undisguised since 1949. 

From December 1948, when the “ROK-U.S. 
Aid Agreement” was signed, to this day the U.S. 
imperialists have shipped to South Korea military 
equipment and surplus commodities worth over 
10,000 million dollars in the name of “aid”, thus 
binding it up still more tightly in their fetters. 

They established, as the first step, a ruling system 
which enabled them to take a firm grip of the whole 
of South Korea’s economy under cover of “aid”? and 
forced all sorts of ‘agreements’ upon the puppet 
regime to legalize it. 

The agreements concluded between the United 
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States and the South Korean “government” in this 
period numbered more than ten including the 
notorious ‘ROK-U.S. Economic and Technical As- 
sistance Agreement”, “Agreement on Economic 
Co-ordination Between the ROK and the Unified 
Command” and the “Agreement on Economic Re- 
construction and Financial Stabilisation.” These 
spurious documents laid the “legal basis” for the 
relations of the ruling and the ruled between U.S. 
imperialism and South Korea concerning the latter’s 
economy. 

On this basis, the South Korean ruling circles 
conceded the rights of general control and unlimited 
supervision over the South Korean economy to the 
U.S. government and paved a broad way for the 
penetration of U.S. monopoly capital. 

In this way the entire financial and economic 
planning and activities in South Korea have been 
made subject to advance “consent,” “examination” 
and “approval” of the U.S. imperialists, and the 
privilege of plundering, wrecking and controlling 
everything has been vested in the aggressors. 

On this basis, the U.S. imperialists have set up a 
huge machine for dominating the economy of South 
Korea in an all-round way and are playing the 
master, having infiltrated into all links of the main 
arteries of the economy. 

The number of American officials controlling 
and supervising all the key points of the South Ko- 
rean economy surpasses by far the total number of 
the personnel working at the economic departments 
of the puppet government. This shows the scope of 
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their domination over South Korea’s economy. 

As a matter of fact, the “U.S. Operation Mission” 
in South Korea, which controls “aid’ as a US. 
government agency, and the American “advisory 
groups” associated with it are the general managers 
of the economy of South Korea. 

Therefore, the financial and economic organs and 
departments of the puppet regime are no more than 
agencies which accept and execute the policies 
and plans as dictated and instructed to them by 
their masters. 

Through this organisational system the U.S. 
imperialists directly control the ‘“‘aid” materials and 
the “counterpart funds” coming from the sales of 
the. materials, and are pursuing the policy of in- 
vesting them in necessary branches to seize and 
control the whole branches concerned. 

South Korea’s financial and banking system, the 
key to the control of the economy in a comprehen- 
sive way, is placed completely in the hands of U.S. 
imperialism through this policy. 

First of all, the U.S. imperialists clamped in 
their vice the puppet government’s budget itself by 
including in it all of the “counterpart funds” that 
are entirely at their disposal, and are directing and 
supervising the whole course of its drafting and 
execution, thus directing all financial and economic 
activities of the South Korean “government.” 

At the same time, by investing their “aid” funds 
in the banks and financial organs in South Korea as 
loans through the channel of the budget of the pup- 
pet government, they have got a tight grip on the 
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loan operation of the banking organs in South Ko- 
rea, are controlling and supervising the funds of 
all economic organs and enterprises and overseeing 
the entire production activities in South Korea. 

They are also directing South Korea’s trade by 
exercising control over the use of all the foreign 
currencies held by the puppet regime, to say noth- 
ing of the dollars allocated to South Korea through 
the ‘‘aid.” 

The puppet government cannot use even one 
dollar of foreign currency at will without the ap- 
proval of the U.S. imperialists and all the import 
transacted in foreign currency is conducted under 
their strict control. 

The trade plan of the puppet government de- 
pends entirely upon the scale and category of U.S. 
“aid.” 

Under such stringent control of the U.S. imperi- 
alists the foreign trade of South Korea has become 
a colonial trade in which import is 20 times greater 
than export and it has been reduced to a means 
of robbing South Korea of its important strategic 
materials and forcing upon it surplus goods of the 
United States. 

They are dominating all realms of South Korea’s 
economy not only by “aid” funds but also by the 
supply and distribution of “aid” goods. 

With a view to establishing a system of econom- 
ic control through “aid” goods in South Korea, they 
have pursued the policy of thoroughly subjugating 
South Korea’s industry and agriculture to the U.S. 
economy. 
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To begin with, the U.S. imperialists have tied 
South Korea’s industry completely to American 
raw and other materials. 


Through the _ policy of dumping U.S. surplus 
goods and strict control over the loan operation of 
the financial and banking organs in South Korea, 
they have hampered in every way the development 
of domestic resources on the one hand and, on the 
other, reorganized the composition of South Korea’s 
industry in conformity with the consumption of 
U.S. raw materials. 


As a result, today South Korea’s industry is de- 
pendent upon the United States for the greater part 
of steel, lumber, cement and other major raw ma- 
terials and for almost all the bituminous coal, raw 
cotton, fibre material, caustic soda and other necess- 
ary raw materials. 

Having entirely seized the arteries of South Ko- 
rea’s industry in this way, the U.S. imperialists are 
directing all its production activities through the 
supply and distribution of their surplus materials. 


Therefore, South Korea’s industry today finds it- 
self in such a wretched position in which it has to 
decide the scale and scope of its production accord- 
ing to the volume and variety of the raw and other 
materials allocated by the United States, set the 
production period according to the time of their 
supply and regulate the production cost according 
to their prices. 


The same goes for South Korea’s agriculture. 
South Korea is originally a fertile agricultural 
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area and 70 per cent of its population follows the 
plough. 

However, the U.S. imperialists who pose as the 
“helper” to South Korea have not so far built a 
decent fertilizer plant in South Korea and forcibly 
sold quantities of costly U.S. fertilizer unfit for the 
soil in South Korea, thus rendering South Korean 
agriculture completely dependent on U.S. fertilizer. 

Moreover, they have made even the dietary life 
of the people in South Korea dependent on U.S. 
surplus agricultural produce by deliberately work- 
ing havoc with the rural economy of South Korea. 

Previously South Korea was a granary and ex- 
ported upwards of 8 million sok of food grain an- 
nually to foreign countries. 

To establish control over the food sources of the 
people in South Korea, however, the U.S. imperial- 
ists have shipped more than 50 million sok of sur- 
plus food to South Korea in‘ the past 18 years and 
lowered the prices of farm produce below the pro- 
duction costs there, thus ruining the peasant eco- 
nomy and shrinking agricultural production to the 
extreme. 

As a _ result, South Korea is now in a position 
where it cannot subsist without begging 5 to 7 
million sok of U.S. surplus food every year. 

In the past 10 odd years the U.S. imperialists 
have established a system of tight control over the 
economy of South Korea in this way and thus 
placed South Korea completely under the economic 
subordination and monopolization by the United 
states. 


In the form of “aid” the U.S. imperialists today 
control 40-50 per cent of the budget of South Korea 
and 30 per cent of the banking funds, monopolize 
70-80 per cent of the supply of major raw materials 
and over 80 per cent of import trade, and control 
25 per cent of food grain. 

Thus, the finance of the puppet government is 
dependent upon U.S. “aid” dollars, industry and 
transport upon U.S. raw materials and fuel, agri- 
culture upon U.S. fertilizers, and the people is de- 
pendent on U.S. surplus grain for their subsistence. 

Therefore, once all this supply is suspended, a 
situation will develop in which all the economic 
functions of South Korea are paralysed, production 
activities come to a halt and even the dietary life 
of the people is threatened. 

The basic purpose the U.S. imperialists have pur- 
sued in devastating and subordinating South Korea’s 
economy asa whole is nothing but to reduce it to their 
military appendage so as to mobilize it in the imple- 
mentation of their aggressive policy and, at the same 
time, monopolize the markets in South Korea, exploit 
and plunder the people there in an unbridled way. 

The U.S. imperialists are pursuing this sinister 
purpose under the signboard of the most hypocriti- 
cal “aid.” 

From the first, the so-called aid of the U.S. im- 
perialists pursues an aggressive, rapacious end. 
Under no circumstances can it help the recipient 
nation. On the contrary, it serves the purpose of in- 
creasing the U.S. military strength and multiplying 
its capital at the expense of the recipient country. 
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Following the Second World War the U.S. im- 
perialists have set up numerous aggressive military 
bases in all parts of the world and seized vast colo- 
nial markets in the East and the West under cover 
of such “aid”, thereby raking in huge superprofits. 

Needless to say, South Korea, too, has been 
given such “aid.” 

First of all, the U.S. “aid” to South Korea is 
part of the expenses disbursed by the U.S. imperi- 
alists to keep the military bases for aggression a- 
gainst the whole of Korea and Asia, and most of it 
is direct “military aid.” 

With this “aid’ a huge mercenary army over 
600,000 strong is maintained in South Korea. The 
U.S. imperialists are making enormous profits from 
this. 

The fact that the upkeeps of one U.S. army divi- 
sion are enough to keep 25 puppet army divisions 
means, in actuality, that the U.S. imperialists have 
saved annually more than 7,000 million dollars of 
military expense by disbursing an annual average 
of 300 million dollars of “military aid’ in South 
Korea. 

The basic aim of the so-called economic aid is, 
as admitted by the U.S. aggressors themselves, to 
set up an economic system which will enable South 
Korea to bear most of the national defence expendi- 
tures by itself. 

The ‘economic aid” is being used almost entirely 
for securing money for the maintenance of the pup- 
pet army and creating conditions necessary for mili- 
tary activities in South Korea, that is, for securing 
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means of military transport and for the production 
and repair of some military supplies. 

Using “economic aid” as a bait, the U.S. imperi- 
alists on the principle of “making a recipient na- 
tion spend five dollars of military expense for one 
dollar of U.S. aid,’ force South Korea to allocate 
one-third of its total value of annual output for 
military purposes. 

This means that in the past 10 years alone the 
people in South Korea have borne 9,400 million 
dollars of military expenses, even according to the 
minimum estimate, for the maintenance of the mer- 
cenary army of the United States. The more than 
2,000 million dollars of ‘‘economic aid” given in 
this period has yielded roughly 5 times greater 
“effectiveness.” 

As for the military burdens of South Korea, the 
ratio of military spendings to its total income 
is 2.6 times that of the United States, 15 times that 
of Japan and 9.7 times that of Thailand. 

All these facts show that the U.S. imperialists’ 
“aid” to South Korea is aimed, first of all, at do- 
minating South Korea militarily and making its 
economy serve for the strengthening of the U.S. 
military capacity. 

But this is not all the predatory functions of 
the so-called U.S. aid. 

Using the “aid” as a lever, the U.S. imperialists 
have secured enormous profits for the war industry 
monopolies and the dealers in surplus commodities 
in the United States. 

This can be seen by the fact alone that more 
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than 90 per cent of the total amount of “aid” allo- 
cated to South Korea is spent in the United States 
and that surplus goods shipped to South Korea by 
the U.S. monopolies as “aid goods’ are sold at 
prices 20 per cent higher on an average than the 
world market prices. 


Thanks to such huge multiplication of capital, 
the billionaires of Wall Street have fattened them- 
selves without limit, whereas in South Korea mil- 
lions of people have become jobless, and the “whole 
nation has become beggars” and is undergoing un- 
heard-of hardships. 


Thus South Korea has been deprived of the right 
to run its own economy by the U.S. imperialists and 
of its home market by U.S. monopolies. And all 
its material wealth produced is sucked up for the 
U.S. imperialist military expenses and as profits of 
U.S. monopolies. 


Under these circumstances one can hardly talk 
about any economic development in South Korea 
or expect anything to remain of South Korea’s 
economy. 


All that remains in South Korea is only a dilapi- 
dated backward colonial economy and the untold 
misery of the people languishing in the depths of 
utter destitution, poverty and bankruptcy. 


The economy of South Korea is trampled under 
the jackboots of the U.S. imperialist army, is op- 
pressed by U.S. surplus commodities and suffocated 
by the unbearably onerous military burdens. With 
material and technical foundations of production 
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totally destroyed, 50 per cent of the existing fac- 
tories and 80 per cent of the mines are unable to 
operate normally, the area of farmland has decreased 
by 200,000 jongbo, the sown area by over 400,000 
jongbo, and 40 per cent of the forest area has been 
devastated since the liberation. 

The average number of workers per factory is 
only 14 and the area of farmland per peasant house- 
hold is no more than 0.84 jongbo. Extreme frag- 
mentation and technical backwardness are prevail- 
ing in all fields of the economy. 

Production has shrunk generally. Today the in- 
dustrial and agricultural production is only two- 
thirds of that before the August 15 liberation. 

The only thing that is increasing in South Korea 
where everything has been destroyed and decreased 
is millions of unemployed people and foodless peas- 
ants who are roaming aimlessly, and deficits and 
debts in all links of the economic life. 

Debts to foreign countries amount to 1,100 mil- 
lion dollars, liabilities of the “government” caused 
by financial deficit exceed 63,300 million wott, 
75 per cent of all the enterprises is dependent upon 
usurious loans, the income of the workers hardly 
covers one-third of their living expenses, and debts 
of the peasants stand at 18,000 million won, 

Deficits and debts prevail everywhere—from the 
state economic activities to the business activities 
of enterprises, and even to the livelihood of each 
inhabitant. 

Such is the actual state of the extremely ruined 
South Korea’s economy today and such is the 
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general consequence of its dependence on the U.S. 
“aid” over the past 18 years. 

South Korea is completely dependent on the U.S. 
imperialists not only economically but militarily as 
well, 

The U.S. imperialists have been occupying South 
Korea by force of arms in the name of “joint 
defence.” 

It is generally known that their word “defence” 
is nothing but a substitute for the term “aggression.” 

The real aim of their occupation of South Korea 
by armed force is to suppress with bayonets all the 
patriotic democratic forces in South Korea, frame 
up and maintain the regime of their puppets, while 
training and controlling the mercenary army and 
using South Korea as a military base to annex the 
whole of Korea and invade the Asian continent. 

It goes without saying that South Korea cannot 
stand on its own feet either politically or militarily 
under the occupation of such an aggressive army. 

In South Korea today, the aggressive U.S. army 
is regarded as “sacred and inviolable” which dic- 
tates the state administration with all powers in its 
hands, disregards and tramples upon the lives, pro- 
perties and human rights of the Korean people at 
will, while enjoying extraterritorial rights. 

But this is not all we mean by military depend- 
ence of South Korea. Because the “ROK army,” 
too, is only a mercenary army entirely subordinated 
to U.S. imperialism. 

Every sovereign state, no matter what country 
it may be, should have its own independent national 
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army for defending national independence and the 
rights and interests of its country from the aggres- 
sion of foreign forces. 

However, the “ROK army” is not such a nation- 
al army but is only an “extension of and a supple- 
ment to the armed forces” of the United States, as 
is admitted by the U.S. imperialists themselves. 

In other words, it is a “native unit” of the ag- 
gressive U.S. imperialist army and a mercenary 
army. 

As a matter of fact, South Korea has provided 
more than 600,000 youths and middle-aged people 
for the U.S. imperialists to use as cannon fodder 
in their aggression. 

If the “ROK army” is a Korean army, how can 
it Oppose, under the command of U.S. imperialism, 
their compatriots in North Korea of the same blood 
and how can it be mobilized to suppress their pa- 
rents and brothers fighting for freedom, democracy 
and the right to live in South Korea? 

As Van Fleet, a notorious war maniac once cal- 
led the “father of the ROK army” by the traitors, 
said that the United States could use the “ROK 
army” anywhere, this army is condemned to the 
shameful fate of being used as cheap cannon fod- 
der in the criminal aggressive wars waged by the 
U.S. imperialists. 

In respect of its commanding system, too, the 
“ROK army” is a colonial army under the complete 
control of the U.S. imperialists. 

Under a series of aggressive and treacherous 
“treaties” imposed by U.S. imperialism—the “ROK- 
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U.S. Mutual Defence Treaty,” the “ROK-U.S. 
Military Aid Agreement” and the “Minutes of the 
ROK-U.S. Talks”’—the “right of operational com- 
mand” over the “ROK army” is completely in the 
hands of the commander of the U.S. occupation 
forces in South Korea. 


He not only controls and directs all the military 
matters including the numerical strength of the 
“ROK army,” the composition of the ground, naval 
and air forces and their organization and formation, 
conscription, training, supply and the military bud- 
get. He also directs and supervises with full power 
the inner life of the “ROK army” by placing under 
his direct control the “Joint Military Advisory 
Group for the Three Services” and posting ‘mili- 
tary advisors” in the “Ministry of National Defen- 
ce’ of the puppet government as well as in the 
headquarters of the ground, naval and air forces 
and their corps and divisions. 


Thus, the “ROK army” cannot use even wea- 
pons, ammunitions and gasoline without the consent 
of the U.S. imperialists. 


In this regard, even Yang Yu Chan, the former 
“ambassador” of the puppet government to the 
United States, said: 

“At present the United States controls all our 
weapons. The United States keeps all gasoline we 
use and rations it out as little as to last us only two 
days. Under these circumstances, no one can make a 
big move.” 


Thus the “ROK army” has’ been completely 
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turned into a tool of the U.S. aggressors, and is 
subjected to an intolerable national contempt and 
inhuman treatment by the Yankees. 

It is already widely known to the world that 

when Howze, the present commander of the U.S. 
occupation forces in South Korea, came to South 
Korea as head of the “advisory group” in 1959, he 
drove two high-ranking officers of the “ROK army” 
out of the compartment to have his dog take their 
place. 
- Jt is precisely due to such a state of subordina- 
tion and maltreatment that the awakened South 
Korean youths and students are opposing the for- 
cible conscription into the “ROK army” and numer- 
ous officers and men of the “ROK army” are desert- 
ing their barracks. 

The situation is not confined to this. 

South Korea is in a state of complete subjection 
in respect of culture, too. 

South Korea now has turned into a centre of 
“anti-communist”, worship-America ideas and the 
American way of life. 

The time-honoured cultural traditions of our na- 
tion and the fine customs and manners of our ances- 
tors are trampled down and obliterated, and the lofty 
national spirit and the consciousness of national 
identity for independence are giving way to servile 
flunkeyism and national nihilism. 

The patriotic tradition of sacrificing oneself for 
the country and the people is being abandoned and 
an extreme egoism is being inspired extensively. 

This is the outcome of the reactionary cultural 
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policy forced upon South Korea by the U.S. im- 
perialists to paralyze the national and class cons- 
ciousness of the people in South Korea and thus 
carry out their colonial policy easily. 

The U.S. imperialists are resorting to every 
cunning trick to make South Korea a “colony of 
Yankee culture.” 

The “public information office of the U.S. em- 
bassy” and the department of education of the 
“U.S. Operation Mission” in Seoul have _ posted 
hundreds of experts in and dispatched various “ad- 
visory groups” and “inspection teams” to the “Mi- 
nistry of Culture and Education” and the “Ministry 
of Information” of the puppet regime and educational, 
cultural and scientific institutions under these minist- 
ries, thus directing and supervising the execution of 
the social and cultural policies as a whole. 

A number of “agreements” have been concluded 
to ensure the privileged activities for the U.S. im- 
perialists to subject South Korea culturally. 

Films, newspapers, magazines, publications, broad- 
casting, etc., are the major vehicles in the ideologi- 
cal infiltration of the U.S. imperialists. 

While directly propagating the Yankee culture 
and the American way of life with their own film 
studios and a host of film projects, the U.S. imperi- 
alists are forcing South Korea to import more than 
80 per cent of foreign films from America. Thus, 
every year an average of 110 or more decadent 
American films are imported, which make a mono- 
poly of the theatres and cinemas in South Korea. 

The U.S. imperialists directly run a number of 
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broadcasting stations and publish and distribute 
diverse periodicals and exhibition materials to im- 
plant the ‘anti-communist” and worship-America 
ideas and propagate the American way of life. They 
bring half a million copies of various reactionary 
books into South Korea every year and force the 
universities and colleges to use them as textbooks. 

They are also craftily controlling all newspa- 
pers and broadcasting centres, educational organs 
at all levels and religious organizations in South 
Korea and turning them into a showcase of the 
“anti-communist” and worship-America ideas and 
the American way of life. 

Meanwhile, various ‘foundations,’ “important 
media of the foreign policy” of the United States, 
are making their way into South Korea to hold sway 
over private educational and cultural institutions 
and religious organizations. 

In order to “expand the influence of the United 
States,” “inspire the voluntary will to oppose com- 
munism,” “win people’s heart” and gather “cultural 
information,” the “Asian Foundation,” ‘Rockefeller 
Foundation” and other so-called foundations of the 
United States are wirepulling and controlling scien- 
tific research institutions and educational, cultural 
and press organs by means of investing funds 
and materials, disbursing ‘research subsidies’ and 
“publication expenses.” 

All this dreadful cultural infiltration which is 
more abhorrent than the inroad by several armies 
of virus of contagious diseases is embellished with 
the name of “freedom,” and it has reduced the land 
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of South Korea literally to a cesspool stinking of 
the American gangster culture. 

Owing to this, our beautiful cultural relics are 
being trampled upon or stamped out, destroyed or 
lost, and the national culture is being distorted or 
deformed and being reduced to a sort of “mambo” 
culture. 

The long-established social ethics and morality 
have fallen to the ground, the decadent American 
social trends are prevailing and various crimes are 
increasing sharply. 

All the reptile propaganda media in South Korea 
are ever more madly whipping up vices and evils, 
nihilism and despair, misanthropy, murder, rape, 
robbery, larceny, etc. 

Numberless youths and children who have been 
outcast in the corrupt society of the cultural colo- 
ny are falling deeper into the depths of crime. 

It is quite natural that today the absolute ma- 
jority of the South Korean intellectuals are opposed 
to the colonial cultural policy of U.S. imperialism 
and are rejecting the ‘beggars’ culture,’ saying 
“We must, first of all, build up our own cultural 
foundation and independent character.” 

Facts show that in a state of subordination it is 
impossible to preserve the cultural heritage handed 
down from our ancestors, let alone building a na- 
tional culture. 

Thus, South Korea has been completely subju- 
gated by the U.S. imperialists as a colony economi- 
cally, culturally and militarily. 

It should not be overlooked that all this has 
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been carried out through the “Government of the 
Republic of Korea.” 

The South Korean regime exists to all intents 
and purposes only as a tool for faithfully executing 
the policy of colonial enslavement of the U.S. im- 
perialists and, as admitted even by the American 
press, it has only played the role of the “appropria- 
tion committee of the U.S. aid funds.” 

In South Korea the U.S. ambassador in Seoul is 
the virtual “governor-general,”’ the “director of the 
U.S. Operation Mission in Korea’ holds all the 
financial and economic keys, and the military com- 
mand is in the hands of the “commander of the 
U.S. forces in Korea.” 

The so-called Republic of Korea exists in name 
only. Is here any “independence” or “sovereignty”? 

The only policy of the South Korean regime 
which is at the beck and call of Yankees is that of 
unconditional dependence on and submission to the 
U.S. imperialists. 

Precisely for this, they have surrendered all the 
wealth and rights of South Korea and its actual 
power of control to the U.S. imperialists through 
numerous “treaties’’ and “agreements” and are 
trampling upon the democratic freedoms and rights 
of the masses of the people and conducting the fas- 
cist terror rule through all kinds of “laws.” 

Therefore, any pronouncement or action in 
South Korea against the U.S. imperialist policy of 
colonial enslavement and the policy of the South 
Korean rulers of relying on outside forces is liable 
to the most rigorous punishment. 
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They are afraid more than anything else of the 
patriotic people and public figures who advocate the 
withdrawal of the U.S. army and the independent 
peaceful unification of the country by the Koreans 
themselves, or who demand the restoration of na- 
tional independence and sovereignty. 

They are always keeping hundreds of thousands 
of policemen and armymen on the prowl and are 
expanding prisons and setting up more gallows to 
persecute all those who are not to their liking and 
to maintain their power. 


As a result, South Korea has become a field of 
action of the U.S. imperialists who are in league 
with their lackeys and a land existing solely for 
their interests. 

Under these circumstances, how can the people 
in South Korea, scapegoats for their aggression, 
enjoy freedom and lead a good life? 

There is no way out to life, unless they free 
themselves from dependence and achieve independ- 
ence and Sself-support. 

The clear proof of this is provided by the reali- 
ties of North Korea which has unswervingly fol- 
lowed the road of independent development con- 
trary to South Korea which is subordinated to the 
U.S. imperialists. 

In North Korea where power is in the hands of 
the people under the leadership of our Party, a 
vigorous struggle has been waged for creating the 
foundation of an independent national economy and 
building national culture since the early days of 
the liberation. 
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Of course, this was not an easy job under the 
circumstances in which we inherited, to begin with, 
a backward economy and lacked experience and, 
what is more, the colonial lop-sidedness of the na- 
tional ecoriomy was further accentuated owing to 
the territorial division by the U.S. imperialists. 


On top of this, the immeasurably heavy damage 
caused by the U.S. imperialists during the three- 
year war provoked by them gave rise to new diffi- 
culties in economic and cultural construction. 


But in order to prevent the repetition of the 
bitter past when we suffered maltreatment and 
humiliation at the hands of foreign aggressors be- 
cause we were backward and poor, we have pressed 
ahead unflaggingly along the road of independent 
development, overcoming all difficulties. 


We have waged a nation-wide struggle to build 
a civilized and powerful independent state no less 
bountiful than others, as a result of which we have 
come to possess a firm independent national econo- 
my with which we can excellently manage the eco- 
nomy of the country on our own. 


Today we are developing the national economy 
relying upon our own technique, our own resources 
and on the strength of our own cadres and people 
and are satisfying the domestic demands basically 
with home products. 

This is because we have not only built the bases 
of our own powerful heavy industry but also ra- 
pidly developed light industry and agriculture 
simultaneously with the support of heavy industry. 
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North Korea today possesses a powerful heavy 
industry with its branches of electric power, coal, 
ferrous and non-ferrous metal, chemical, building 
materials, and machine-building, which is equipped 
with modern techniques and is developing on the 
basis of domestic resources. 

In 1962 North Korea turned out 11,400 million 
kwh of electricity, 13.2 million tons of coal, more 
than 1.2 million tons of pig iron and_ granulated 
iron, 1.05 million tons of steel, 780,000 tons of che- 
mical fertilizers and 2.37 million tons of cement. 

In particular, our young machine-building in- 
dustry is putting out different types of precision 
machines, heavy machines such as lorries, tractors, 
big-capacity generators, hydraulic turbines and big- 
capacity transformers as well as electric locomo- 
tives, and is producing in a comprehensive way 
various mcedern machines and equipment such as 
power generating, metallurgical, mining and chemi- 
cal installations as well as transport, construction, 
textile and farm machines. 

Relying on such an independent heavy industry, 
we are meeting the demands for power, fuel, raw 
and other materials as well as machines and equip- 
ment basically with home production and have be- 
come able to forge ahead firmly on our own feet. 

We can say that by relying on the foundation 
of heavy industry we have also built up bases of 
light industry capable of fully meeting the grow- 
ing demands of the people with diverse kinds of 
goods of our own make and that our agriculture, 
too, has been freed from crop failure once and for 
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all with the progress of all-round irrigation, me- 
chanization and electrification and that we have 
not only become self-sufficient in food but become 
able to have food enough and to spare, and the 
cultivation of industrial crops, fruit growing and 
animal husbandry have also made big strides for- 
ward. 

Along with this, education, science, culture and 
arts are making dazzling development in North 
Korea. 

The universal compulsory secondary education 
was introduced in 1958, and preparations for a nine- 
year compulsory technical education are well under 
way. 

In North Korea today there are neither unem- 
ployed, nor vagrants and beggars. All people have 
jobs and are living with no worry about food, cloth- 
ing and housing; all people are living happily, en- 
joying the benefit of free education and free medi- 
cal treatment. 

We are now striving to carry out new tasks to 
better the people’s livelihood radically by relying 
on the firm material and technical foundations al- 
ready laid. 

This means producing necessary consumer goods 
for the people in greater abundance and fulfilling 
the historic task of enabling all people to use rice 
as the constant staple food, eat more meat, wear 
silk clothes and live in tile-roofed houses and in a 
more cultured way. 

All our achievements have been possible because 
the entire people have shaped their destinies by 
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themselves, rallied under the leadership of our Party. 

By building an independent national economy 
we have secured the firm foundation of political 
independence and _ ensured a self-defence power 
capable of beating back any foreign invasion and 
defending the independence and sovereignty of the 
country. 

We have not built all these things for the hap- 
py life of the people in North Korea alone. 

We have always regarded them as the national 
wealth of the entire Korean people, and we have 
worked and are working in the belief that our a- 
chievements in construction will be helpful to re- 
lieving South Korea from its catastrophe. 

Today the people in South Korea clearly see 
what the two different roads taken by North and 
South Korea in the past 18 years have brought and 
they have drawn therefrom the conclusion that 
they can live only when they put an end to reli- 
ance upon outside forces and achieve independence 
and self-support. 

The demand for independence and self-support 
refiects the unanimous will of the people in South 
Korea and it is a patriotic demand which accords 
with the aspiration of the whole nation. 

We, therefore, fully support this demand and 
hold that it must be realized. 

In order to attain independence and self-sup- 
port for South Korea, the U.S. imperialists must be 
driven out, their colonial rule liquidated, North- 
South co-operation realized and the forces of the 
whole nation mobilized. 


When the agricultural South Korea is linked up 
with the industrial North Korea, when the resources 
of the country are jointly developed and the eco- 
nomic potentialities of North and South Korea 
mobilized, it will be possible rapidly to rehabilitate 
and develop the ruined econemy of South Korea and 
radically improve the people’s livelihood. 

To develop agriculture in South Korea, an agri- 
cultural area, is an urgent task for setting right the 
bankrupt economy and solving the question of the 
impoverished life of the people there. 

Co-operation between the North and the South, 
breaking with outside forces, will provide immense 
possibilities for bringing about a leaping develop- 
ment in agriculture in South Korea by carrying 
out large-scale irrigation projects and afforestation 
and water conservancy works, pushing forward 
large-scale reclamation projects and introducing 
modern farm machines, and it will open up a broad 
prospect of not only becoming self-sufficient in food 
but also creating a food reserve. 

The North-South co-operation will enliven South 
Korea’s industry which is now on the verge of ruin 
and will make it possible to rebuild it swiftly. 

It will end the shortage of raw materials, pro- 
cessed materials and power which poses the most 
serious question in South Korea today and will pro- 
vide all conditions for the reconstruction and devel- 
opment of the national industry. 

The industrialization of the country is the foun- 
dation of the construction of an independent eco- 
nomy. 
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When the North and the South co-operate, ex- 
plore the resources of South Korea and make use of 
the foundation of industry laid in North Korea, 
branches of heavy industry such as fuel and power, 
metal, chemicals, building materials and machine- 
building as well as branches of light industry will 
be created gradually in South Korea too, and South 
Korea will be able to advance along the road of 
industrialization. 

If the North and the South join hands and co- 
operate with each other, the economy of South Ko- 
rea will be revived, millions of unemployed provi- 
ded with jobs and the question of the people’s liveli- 
hood surely be solved. 

The road of rallying and mobilizing the forces 
of our nation freeing it from outside forces—this 
is the road of loving the country and the people, 
the most correct road of solving the outstanding 
questions, a realistic and practicable road. 

This notwithstanding, there are still some peo- 
ple who maintain that they can live by “begging 
more aid from the United States.” 

Do they mean that the dire consequences of 
dependence on outside forces over the past 18 years 
are still not enough? 

And some people in South Korea, while advocat- 
ing independence and self-support, are opposed to 
co-operation between the North and the South; 
they talk as if a sort of independence and self-sup- 
port is possible within the framework of reliance 
on outside forces, that is, dependence on the “aid” 
of the U.S. imperialists or the Japanese militarists. 
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Such things can be heard only from the lips of 
the traitors subservient to the aggressive policy of 
the foreign imperialists. 

Independence and_ self-support are absolutely 
incompatible with reliance on outside forces. 

Some people in South Korea, while keeping 
silence on the grave consequences of reliance on the 
outside forces, are trying hard to prove the infeasi- 
bility of independence and self-support on such 
absurd excuses as “lack of resources” in South Ko- 
rea, “laziness” of the people and so on and so forth. 

But these are no more than the jargon of sim- 
pletons designed to plead for and justify the en- 
slavement policy of the U.S. imperialists who are 
scheming to turn South Korea into their permanent 
colony. 

It is a general knowledge that there are inex- 
haustible natural resources throughout North and 
South Korea. 

South Korea abounds in underground resources 
such as anthracite, iron ore, limestone, tungsten, 
graphite, copper and lead, as well as hydraulic re- 
sources making it possible to produce several mil- 
lion kilowatts of electricity, and it also has inexhaus- 
tible marine resources along the east, west and 
south coasts, the species of fishes and shellfishes 
reaching a hundred and several tens. 

An agrarian area from olden times, South Korea 
has vast possibilities to develop the rural economy 
in a many-sided way and there still are nearly 2 
million hectares of reclaimable land. 

Besides, as for labour force, it has over 6 mil- 
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lion, ‘counting unemployed and semi-unemployed 
alone. 

These resources, however, are neither explored 
nor utilized in South Korea. It is suffering from raw 
material shortage in spite of the fact that there 
exist inexhaustible material resources. Thus it 1m- 
ports raw materials and grain. 

The question lies not in the “shortage of re- 
sources” but in the U.S. imperialists’ enslavement 
policy which hampers their development and utili- 
zation. 

Who dare accuse the heroic Korean people, the 
industrious and resourceful nation, of being “lazy”? 
This is an ignoble raving of those who are accus- 
tomed to living on crumbs hurled by others, who 
have no faith in the inexhaustible might and wis- 
dom of their people. 

Why can we not achieve independence and self- 
support with the great strength and wisdom of our 
nation? 

If the whole nation rejects any outside force and 
pools its strength through co-operation between the 
North and the South, not only South Korea but the 
whole people can achieve independence and self- 
support. 

For this, first of all, subordination to the U.S. 
aggressors must be brought to an end, their ruling 
machine in South Korea smashed, all the unequal 
“treaties” and humiliating “agreements” imposed 
by the U.S. imperialists scrapped and all their pri- 
vileges abolished. 

At the same time, the prerogative of supreme 
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command over the ‘ROK army” must be taken back 
and the U.S. ‘‘advisors” posted in the “ROK army” 
and all other fields must be expelled. 

The “ROK army” must no longer serve as a 
mercenary of the U.S. imperialists but must become 
a national army serving the country and the people. 

South Korea must extricate itself from the state 
of a cultural colony of the U.S. imperialists. 

Decadent Yankee culture must be swept away 
and a sound national culture developed and brought 
to full bloom, the idea of flunkeyism rooted out and 
a firm consciousness of national identity and patrio- 
tic ideas cultivated, and. our precious younger gen- 
eration who will shoulder the future of the coun- 
try should be educated to become ardent patriots. 

Thus complete sovereignty and independence 
must be won in all fields of politics, economy, the 
military, and culture. 

In order to realize all this, there must be a pa- 
triotic, democratic government ready to overcome 
the national disasters independently by relying on 
the power of the entire nation, rejecting outside 
forces. 

Because only such a government can pursue an 
independent policy reflecting the people’s demand 
for independence and self-support and national as- 
piration. 

South Korea today is at the crossroads of 
whether it should go farther along the road of ruin, 
relying on outside forces, or should come out to 
meet a bright, new day along the road of independ- 
ence and seif-support. 
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Which road should be taken is clear to all. 

But the main thing is to make up one’s mind, 
rise and act. 

When the entire people firmly unite and fight, 
they can expel the outside forces and achieve inde- 
pendence and self-support. 

Only when the people in South Korea cast off 
the yoke of outside forces and achieve independence 
and self-support, will the road to life be opened up 
before them and the peaceful unification of the 
country, the national aspiration of the 30 million 
people, be realized. 

Dependence on outside forces is the road of ruin, 
and independence and self-support is the road of 
regeneration. 
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